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The measures to contain the Coronavirus is Austria are eased, but a number of 

special safety measures apply. The “3G” rule (short for German “geimpft, 

getestet, genesen – vaccinated, tested, recovered”) is used to define low-risk 

groups in epidemiological terms. 

The following rules apply if you have been vaccinated against Covid-19: 
 

 The first vaccination is valid under the 3G rule from the 22nd day for a maximum of three 

months, counted from the day of vaccination. 

 The second vaccination (booster shot) extends this period for a further six months.  

 If the vaccine you received requires no booster shot (e.g. Johnson & Johnson), your 

vaccination is valid in terms of the 3G rule from the 22nd day after the vaccination for a 

total of nine months. Again, the nine months are counted from the day of vaccination.  

 If you have recovered from Covid-19 and received your first vaccination, you are in the 

3G group for nine months from the day of vaccination.  
 

If you have recovered from Covid-19, you do not have to test for the virus for six months 

from the end of the infection. You need your quarantine order or a medical certificate from 

your doctor to prove you have recovered from the infection. A positive test for antibodies 

neutralising the virus is valid for three months from the date of testing.  

 

Tests remain valid for different periods of time: 

 PCR tests are valid for 72 hours from the time of taking the sample. 

 Antigen tests carried out by an authorised body are valid for 48 hours from the time of 

taking the sample.  

 Self-tests are valid for 24 hours if they are registered in an official data processing system 

by provincial authorities. 

 Point-of-sale tests offered on demand are valid for only one admission to the respective 

sports grounds, business premises, restaurant, hotel or event.  

 

 

 

Corona Regulations 

from 19 May 2021 

 



 

From 19 May, the following rules apply:  
 There are no more curfew hours, or restrictions on leaving your home. You may go out at 

any time without requiring any special reason.   

 Meeting people in a private setting: during the day, a maximum of four adults plus six 

underage persons (children) may get together indoors. Outdoors, the limit is ten adults 

and ten children. At night, between 10 pm and 5 am, only four adults and a maximum of 

six children may get together for private meetings.  

 In public space: Keep a safe distance of at least two metres from people who do not live in 

your household, or wear an FFP2 face mask. Please note that this rule also applies to 

people who have already had Covid-19 or have been vaccinated.  

 All schools fully reopen. Children from six years of age must wear face coverings. Children 

from 14 years of age must wear FFP2 face masks. All pupils and students are tested for the 

coronavirus on a regular basis. 

 The general closing time for all businesses, events and sports facilities is 10 pm. 

 Guests at bars and restaurants, hotels, events and leisure facilities have to register. 

Registration is mandatory both indoors and outdoors (except for activities deemed to 

have a low level of interpersonal interaction, e.g. zoos, public outdoor pools, etc.) 

 Bars and restaurants may be open until 10 pm, but only for people who are tested, 

recovered or vaccinated (3G rule). Indoors, up to four adults with a maximum of six 

children may share a table (with an exception for members of the same household). 

Outdoors the limit per table is ten adults plus ten children. All patrons have to register.   

 Hotels and lodgings reopen, but access to the premises is restricted to people who are 

tested, recovered or vaccinated (3G rule). Guests have to register.  

 All shops are open. When out shopping or running errands, you must wear an FFP2 face 

mask and keep a distance of at least two metres from others. Due to physical distancing 

requirements, the maximum number of people allowed in shops is one customer per 20 

square metres. 

 Body-related services (e.g. hairdressing, massages, beauty parlours) may only be offered 

to people who are recovered, tested or vaccinated (3G rule). All customers are required to 

wear an FFP2 face mask. The minimum space required is 10 square metres per customer.  

 All types of sports, including contact sports, are permitted again. There is no need to wear 

masks or keep a physical distance during sports activities. In public space (e.g. football 

cages), the maximum group size for sports is 10 people. Face masks or physical distancing 

are not required. Only people who are tested, recovered or vaccinated (3G rule) may enter 

and use sports facilities like fitness studios.  

 Museums, libraries and archives are open. The maximum number of people allowed is 

one person per twenty square metres. All visitors must wear an FFP2 face mask. 

 Leisure facilities like public outdoor pools, zoos, botanic gardens or rides are open to 

people who are tested, recovered or vaccinated (3G rule). In indoor facilities (e.g. indoor 

pools or spas) there must be at least 20 square metres per person and room. On leisure 

rides (e.g. merry-go-rounds) one seat must remain empty between guests. All people 

using indoor leisure facilities have to register.  



 

 Weddings, garden parties and similar events for fewer than ten people may be held 

without prior notification or official permission. Events for 11 or more guests are subject to 

the 3G rule and mandatory notification, i.e. they must be announced to the local health 

authorities in advance. It is also mandatory to wear FFP2 face masks at all indoor and 

outdoor events. Drinks and food must not be served.  

 From 51 guests, events may only be held if there are designated seats for all people 

attending, and after the event has been authorised by the local health authorities. The 

maximum limit is 1,500 guests for indoor events and 3,000 guests outdoors. Only 50 per 

cent of the seats available may be used.  

 In residential homes for the elderly and similar facilities, up to three visitors per day and 

person are permitted. They must be tested, recovered or vaccinated (3G rule). 

 

For further information on Covid-19 regulations, please visit the website of the 

Austrian Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer 

Protection (German) 
 

 

When to wear an FFP2 face mask: 

 In all shops and customer service areas (e.g. supermarkets, grocery stores, pharmacies, 

banks, post offices) 

 At food markets and other markets 

 On public transport, in all underground train stations and in taxis, on coaches 

 In healthcare facilities (e.g. doctor’s surgeries, hospitals, nursing homes, sanatoriums) 

 In civic office buildings, e.g. in waiting areas and inside offices 

For information about municipal departments and other institutions of the City of Vienna, 

please visit the website of the City of Vienna. (German). 

 

https://www.sozialministerium.at/Informationen-zum-Coronavirus/Coronavirus---Aktuelle-Ma%C3%9Fnahmen.html
https://www.sozialministerium.at/Informationen-zum-Coronavirus/Coronavirus---Aktuelle-Ma%C3%9Fnahmen.html
https://www.wien.gv.at/kontakte/ma.html
https://www.wien.gv.at/kontakte/ueberblick.html
http://www.wien.gv.at/

