
Wisdom of the 
Crowd

Duration

Half an hour.

This activity is especially recommended for the 
Rising Action Phase in workshops (second slot; 
in our curriculum of “Library of Things” Phase 2 
of 5). It allows participants to learn more about 
green topics and the sharing economy in a relaxed 
and fun way. 

We recommend to carry out this activity before 
moving to the joint production activity.

 Key words
Individual needs and knowledge, Initiatives in 
the neighbourhood, Active participation

The aim  

of the 

activity

• Present inspiring share/repair initiatives 
in town in a fun and participatory way.

 Materials needed

• Material: pen and paper (sticky notes).

Preparation for the activity

None.

“The European Commission support for the production of this publica-
tion does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects 
the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the information con-
tained therein.”

Procedure

Rather than organising a dry presentation of the different ini-
tiatives, projects and businesses active in making, repairing and 
sharing in town, it’s more interesting and interactive to have 
people propose ideas themselves.

1. Ask people to think of their favourite initiatives and 
to write them down on a post-it note in one colour. 
On post-it notes of a different colour, we asked 
them to write ideas or concepts they are missing in 
town (for example: “I am looking for specific objects 
or workshops to do X or Y, but I haven’t heard of any 
thus far”).



2. Collect all ideas on a wall, and let everyone explain 
their favourite projects in their own words (instead of 
the facilitator talking about them).

This simple exercise yields a surprisingly large amount of inspira-
tion, so do keep time into account, as you may risk spending (too) 
much time on going through all the suggestions.

Significant benefits of the activity

• …is tied to the experiences and interests of your partici-
pants.

Sources of Activity

• Description and idea by Library of Things project 
team (by Olivier)

lot-Project-Team’s learning – reflection to the 
activity (Brussels, 11/2021):

People are more passionate about the projects they 
know well, and provide interesting or funny anecdotes, 
which improves chances of others actually going out to 
discover these projects.


